
Nathaniel Crow (1823 – 1912) 

In 1845, at the age of 21, Nathaniel traveled alone on horseback from his childhood home in 

Champagne Co., Ohio, to the wilderness of Indiana where his uncle had settled near Indian 

Village. It was only about 12 years after the Indians were moved west. After first buying land in 

Van Buren Township and teaching at the Strieby School, he moved to Turkey Creek Township 

and boarded with a neighbor, Joseph Moore and his wife Mary, just east of his newly purchased 

land on the northeast side of Lake Wawasee, as we know it now.  Mrs. Moore’s younger sister, 

Miss Louisa Eliza Airgood would occasionally come for a visit.  Eliza had been born in Germany 

on Sept. 13, 1832 (we share a birthday!). Along with her parents and 2 sisters, she sailed to 

America she was 3 months old.  She learned to walk on the shop’s rolling deck.  When they 

reached Lower Manhattan1 she was nine months old!  Nathaniel and Eliza were married in 

October of 1852. 

Together, Nathaniel & Eliza acquired a wealth of over 560 acres around Lake Wawasee, 

practically all of it within the former Flat Belly Reserve.  They were one of the largest real estate 

owners in the county.  

Of the 8 children born to Nathaniel & Eliza, four died in infancy or at a very young age, and 3 

died as young parents.  Nathaniel and his wife, Eliza, are buried in the center of the Lake Bethel 

cemetery along with many of their relatives.  High on the very tall spire of their  headstone is an 

inscription, “Earth to earth, dust to dust, in God we trust.” 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Mattie wrote the account from memory of the story told by her mother and grandmother.  After arriving, they had 7 more children 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1904 – L-R: Cora Crow, Rae Dull, Lulu Dull 

Center: Mattie Crow (Fick) with Violet Dull  
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